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The Jamaica Banana Producers Association (JPBA), top banana producer on the island, has reported
plans to invest 30 million Jamaican dollars (US$1.224 million) in new banana plantations over the
next few years. JPBA chief executive Dr. Marshall Hall said the company is identifying tracts of land
ranging from 100 to 400 acres in eastern Jamaica, and plans to bring at least 1,000 acres of bananas
on stream by year-end 1992. Hall added that the company is setting up joint venture projects with
small farmers. The company's net returns this year are projected at US$45 million. Industry experts
say some of the island's estates are fast approaching maximum levels of production. They cite the
St. Mary Banana Estates and Eastern Banana Estates (EBEL), both on the east coast, which together
produce about 65% of Jamaica's banana exports. At the St. Mary company, company executives
expect to reap 13 tons of banana per acre in the current crop while EBEL projects 17 tons per acre.
In addition to banana exports, JPBA also sells citrus and tubers such as yam and dasheen to ethnic
markets in Europe. Westbank Limited, a group of investors, plans to plant 3,000 acres of bananas in
western Jamaica. In 1990, Jamaica exported 60,000 tons of the fruit, up 45% compared to 1989. (Basic
data from Inter Press Service, 05/07/92)
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